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Big Idea

Trade in the Sahara Desert 

Essential Question

What were the effects of the Trans-Saharan trade 
routes?
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Words To Know

Trans-Saharan Trade Routes – trade routes that 

connected Africa to the Middle East, Asia and Europe.

Geographic features - naturally occurring landforms, 
bodies of water, ecosystems or climates. 

Cultural diffusion – the exchange of ideas, customs, goods 
and technologies among cultures.

Let’s Set The Stage…

The vast (large) and perilous (dangerous) Sahara, the largest desert in the 
world, is just one geographic feature in the great variety of African 
landscapes. For thousands of years, the geographic features of this 
huge continent have played a major role in its development. 
Africa’s geographic features also influenced cultural development by 
acting as barriers (preventing contact) or highways to easy movement of 
people, goods, and ideas (helping cultural diffusion occur).
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The different climates of Africa.

Giza, Egypt NORTH AFRICA
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Carthage, Tunisia NORTH AFRICA

The Sahara Desert
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Savannah

Ethiopia (Savannah)
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Guinea

Victoria Falls

Rain Forest
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Bazaruto Island, Mozambique

The Sahara Desert
The Sahara Desert hindered (prevented) people from 
migrating, trading or communicating. 
Early trade greatly expanded with the introduction of a 
new form of transportation from Asia—the camel.



2/4/2020

8

The Sahara Desert also protected people from being 
invaded and allowed tribes to develop a unique (special) 
culture (no cultural diffusion).

The Sahara Desert

By A.D. 200, these “ships of the desert” had revolutionized 
(changed) trade across the Sahara. 

Camels (caravans) could carry heavy loads and walk 20 or 
30 miles a day, often without water.

Trans-Saharan Trade
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Africa had an abundant (a lot) supply of minerals and 
resources ( salt, gold, iron and copper).

These valuable items brought great wealth and power to 
African trading cities.

Trans-Saharan Trade Routes
African merchants carried luxury goods from across the 
Islamic world (Mediterranean region) to the great trading 
cities of Africa.
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There was a time when African merchants could sell their 
salt for an equivalent weight in gold.

There were many effects of the Trans-Saharan Trade.

a. Encouraged cultural diffusion.

b. Spread of Arabic as a written language. 

c. Spread of Islam.

d. The Trans-Saharan Trade played an important role in the 
rise of states, such as Timbuktu.

e. Traders and states became very wealthy from trading.
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There were also some negative effects of the Trans-
Saharan Trade.

a. Slave trade.

b. Diseases spread.

c. The eventual exploitation of Africa (foreign countries take 
advantage of the African people and steal their resources.)
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Essential Question Answered
What were the Trans-Saharan trade routes?

The Trans-Saharan trade routes connected Africa to the 
Middle East, Asia and Europe.

Trading across the Sahara Desert increased with the use 
of camel caravans. Camels could carry heavy loads and 
did not need to drink water on a daily basis.

Salt, gold, iron, copper and spices were just some of the 
items traded on the Trans-Saharan trade routes. 

Trading on the Trans-Saharan trade routes encouraged 
cultural diffusion.  


